THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [June 2, 1879. WANTED?SKULLS.
To the Editor of the " Indian Medical Gazette." Dear Sik,?With the view of extending our knowledge of the Comparative Anatomy of Man, and of defining the characteristics peculiar to different varieties of the human race, it is exceedingly desirable that large additions should be made to the collection of skeletons, especially of crania, now in the Hunterian and other British Museums.
In order to determine the characters of a race, it is necessary that comparison should be made of at least twenty skulls. It is further desirable to have as many of the bones of the skeleton as possible, as comparison of pelvic and long bones give important results in determining race peculiarities.
The Hunterian Museum, now under the direction of Professor Flower, F. E. S., is especially interested in this inquiry, which is being vigorously pursued by Mr. Flower, than whom no one is more competent to do it justice.
His recent lectures at the College of Surgeons have especially directed my attention to the absence of material for the satisfactory study of Comparative Anthropology, and especially in regard to the numerous races inhabiting the peninsula of India and the adjacent hill territories.
I would therefore beg of you to use every effort in your power to procure authenticated crania, complete skeletons when possible, of any of the people of India or the neighbouring territories. It is essential that full details of race, sex, age, locality, &c., should be given. Examples of such races as have retained, in a greater or less degree, their primitive purity will be more interesting than those whose original characters have been lost by intermixture with others.
The crania or skeletons, complete or in part, should be addressed to Professor Flower, F. R. S., at the Hunterian
